
Third Sunday after Easter 1a (5/8/22) 

 Jesus speaks in the Gospel today about a major transformative change.  In the 

resurrection we also saw an amazing transformation.  The leaders of the people attempt to silence 

Jesus, they try to remove him from the public consciousness, they try to end him in the most 

spectacular and permanent way.  They kill him, and to silence his  followers they make that death 

criminal and embarrassing, and try to scatter his followers.  This has worked with many other 

“so-called” Messiahs.  They do their worst - and in the end Jesus becomes transformed into 

something much more powerful - he is restored to the glory of his Godliness, his followers have 

been given a pathway to eternal life in his murdered and resurrected body, and they proliferate 

across the whole world. 

  Who would have thought that any situation that is going to such an apparent bad end 

would be so transformed?  Who would think that good can go to bad, and then back to good?  

When things are good we expect they will stay good; and when things are bad we can become 

helpless and expect them to stay bad - not looking towards the good that God can bring out of 

any situation.  Even if Jesus has assured us that bad situations are not the end, even when he 

promises to be with us till the end of time and provide for us, we can still doubt.   

 In the Gospel today we see this clearly.  The disciples are in a good time in their life.  

They are with Jesus, he is popular, they are looking forward to “upward advancement” in his 

kingdom.  All looks like a good “career” with a spectacular retirement package is ahead of them.  

Then Jesus says what he says today.  He says that he will go away and they will not see him, but 

he says that later on they will see him again.  They are confused - as we all might be.  “No Jesus, 

your supposed to keep building your popular support and grow and grow and we all go with you 

to the top.”  He responds by telling them that they will weep and mourn - bad time are ahead, but 

then later there will be rejoicing.  He speaks of the woman in labor who is in great pain -  a 

foreshadowing of the difficult “giving birth” that the Church must undergo.  He assures them that 

after that, it will be like the woman who is so joyful over her child that all that pain is forgotten.  

He does his best to present them with the assurances that should be able to  support them through 

the difficult time ahead. 



 However, when he is captured and killed, and their hope collapses - they can’t see beyond 

it.  The disciples from Emmaus head home (and I am sure others as well), at the same time the 

core group is afraid and huddled in hiding.  All of this was predicted, why didn’t they just wait 

for the big turnaround Jesus promised?  Perhaps the same reason that we doubt, that we try to 

exercise control over the events of life rather than cooperate with the carefully moving plan of 

the Lord.  It is maybe a common human tendency, but one that the faithful Catholic Christian 

must work beyond.  We must have fait in that which is not seen, and discern the true voice of 

Jesus amid all the voices from outside - and also from inside our own heads. 

 Jesus assures us that good times are temporary, and so are bad times.  We tend to want - 

for some reason - to have a string of good times all the time and feel cheated and abandoned by 

God if a bad time comes around.  But in reality the nature of our life here on earth is a series of 

ups and downs.  However, the Lord assures us, as he did them, that during the dark times we can 

know that we will see Jesus again.  This requires staying in his presence, this requires keeping 

the eyes of faith peeled to see the Lord’s return, this involves being faithful like the steward who 

is found watchful upon his master’s return.   

 This return of Jesus will come.  It will come in our time relatively shortly, and his final 

coming will be at the end of time.  Just as Peter advises patience and cooperation with the 

conditions of the time in the Epistle, we must have patience and realize that a good time comes 

after all bad.   For those who stay within the Body of Christ the final movement is not to the 

eternal bad of an existence devoid of the God who alone brings good - it is from the bad of a 

rollercoaster life of ups and downs, to the unbelievable good of a life that has only an up.  This 

thing that we foolishly want to have on earth - a life with only ups and no downs - is precisely 

the gift that the Lord died and rose, and established his Church, in order to give us. 


